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it.    Gerry   was   now   striving   to   continue   this
arrangement with as little change as possible.
When debate was resumed the next day, Gerry
made a long, smooth speech on the many superior
advantages of the Board system. The extent
and variety of the functions of the office would be
a trial to any one man's integrity. "Admit these
innumerable opportunities for defrauding the
revenue, without check or control, and it is next to
impossible he should remain unsullied in reputa-
tion, or innoxious with respect to misapplying his
trust." The situation would be 'Very disagree-
able to the person appointed, provided he is an
honest, upright man; it will be disagreeable also to
the people of the Union, who will always have
reason to suspect" misconduct. "We have had a
Board of Treasury and we have had a Financier.
Have not express charges, as well as vague rumors,
been brought against him at the bar of the public?
They may be unfounded, it is true; but it shows
that a man cannot serve in such a station without
exciting popular clamor. It is very well known,
I dare say, to many gentlemen in this House, that
the noise and commotion were such as obliged Con-
gress once more to alter their Treasury Department,
and place it under the management of a Board of